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would come abour through chance. Further, no single natural
law can account for all of these fine-tuned features. Therefore,
the best explanarion for this fine-runing is God, who served as

the Fine-Tuner or Designer.

3. Moral arguments for God donl appeal to aspects ofthe physical
world, but to our internal sense ofright and wrong, good and
evil. If objective moral truths do exist-such as "racism is always
wrong"-whar makes them rrue? The best explanarion is that
moral truths are based on God's eternally good character. God
designed us and knows whatt best for us. God is the Law-giver
and source of moral obligation. An atheistic universe lacks any
such Law-giver, contains no objective moral meaning, and rhus
can't make any sense ofobjective moral truth.

The existence of God is a timeless and momenrous quesrion,
Christians should give the best possible arguments for the existence of
the God who both created and saved them, so thar others may know
this God as well.
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GOD, FAITHFULNESS OF

I]V ERYDAY DEFI N ITION
Our life experiences make us cautious when other people make us
plomises, when we need to sign contracts, and even when we must rely
,rn others to come to our aid in difficuft times. But this isn't the case
with God, for he is faithful, reliable, trustworthy, and loyal (psalm 33:4;
I (lorinthians 1:9; I Thessalonians 5:24). Ii addition, God remains
lirithful forever (Psalm 119:90; 146:6). So, despite our cauriousness
irr our human relationships, we can always count on God to keep his
plomises (Numbers 23:19; Hebrews 1t:11).

Certainly, we can't dictate to God when he should fulfill a promise.
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Yet we can freely ask him to fulfill rhe promises he has made (see

Nehemiah 1:4-11). 1Ve can be assured that God will fulfill each of his
promises at the righr dme and in the right way because the whole of
God's Word is trustworthy (Psalm 119:30,86,138; Revelation 21:5), a

reliable guide for living well (Psalm 1).

Godt faithfulness is a common theme in the Old Tesrament
(Deuteronomy 7:9; Psalm 33:4; Lamentations 3:22) as well as in the
New Testament (1 Thessalonians 5:24; 2 Thessalonians 3:3; Hebrews
10:23). God's faithfulness is porrrayed as a prorecive shield that dissi-
pates lear (Psalm 91:4-5) and as a shining light that guides our pathway
(Psalm 43:3). Jeremiah testified that God demonstrates his reliabiliry
every day: "Because of the Lono's great love we are not consumed, for
hi' compassions never fail. They are new every morningl grear is your
faithfulness" (Lamentations 3:22-23).

In the Old Testament, God's faithfulness is associared with his
covenant relationship with his people: "I will walk among you and
be your God, and you will be my people" (Leviticus 26:12; see also

leremiah 7:23; Joel 2:27: Revelation 2l:3). God commits himself to
remain faithful, even if his people prove unfaithful (2 Timothy 2:13).
In fact, the term "lovingkindness/covenant love" (Hebrcw hesed) is
often used with "faithfulness" (Genesis 32:10; Psalm 40:lO-] l;57:3;
85:10; 98:3; 138:2). This pairing appears rhree rimes among the eight
occurrences of "faithfulness" in Psalm 89.

Moses connecrs Godt covenant wirh his hithfulness: "Know there-
fore that the Lono your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping
his covenant of love to a thousand generarions of those who love him
and keep his commands" (Deuteronomy 7:9; see also Isaiah 61:8; Hosea
2:19-20). God always acts in faithlulness (Psalm 33:4; l1l:7-8), even in
the midst of our unfaithfulness (Nehemiah 9:33).

Specific activities identi6ed with God's faithfulness include: God
plans and executes his plan (Isaiah 25:1), he saves (Psalm 69:13), he

affiicts his children (Psalm ll9:75), he rewards his people (lsaiah 6l:8),
and he .judges the world (Psalm 54:5;96:13).

Through his incarnarion, obedience, death, and resurrecrion,

Jesus Christ became our faithful high priest (Hebrews 2:17). The Old
Testament conrains numerous promises about the coming Messiah's
hithfulness (Isaiah 11:5; 16:5;42:3). As the only mediator between
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humanity and God (1 Timothy 2:5-6), Jesus fairhfully prays ro rhe
Father on our behalf (Romans 8:34; Hebrews Z:25). The book of
Revelation speaks of Christ as the "laithful witness" (1:5; 3:14), whose

very name is "Faithful" (19:11). Consistenr with what was said about
Yahweh in the Old Testament, the aposrle Paul wrote of Christ: "if
we are faithless, he remains fairhful, for he cannot disown himself"
(2 Timothy 2:13, rNrv).

EVERYDAY APPLICATION
Because of our experiences with untrustworthy people, we need to
remind ourselves that God always remains faithful and that we can rely
on him to keep his promises. The following are some practical ways to
ltocrrs on Cod's faithfrrlness:

'We can medirate on Scripture passages (such as Psalm 89; 138)

that remind us of God's constant faithfulness.

Journaling our life experiences when God demonstrates his

faithfulness nurtures our confidence in his fairhfulness. Then,
in times when God seems absent or distant or when we wait on
God to answer our prayersJ we can rurn to our experiences and
receive encouragement abour his past faithfulness to us.
\We can sing a worship song, traditional or contemporary,
rhat highlights Godt dependability. The classic hymn "Great

Is Thy Fairhfulness" has reminded God's people ofhis
faithfulness through many generations.

We can pray Godt promises back to him as Nehemiah
(Nehemiah l:4-11) and Daniel (Daniel 9:1-27) did in the
Old Testament. Studying, meditating on, and praying Godt
promises can be rewarding spiritual disciplines. As children,
we often asked our parents for something we wanted.
Similarly, Jesus invites us to make our requesrs known to God,
especially since our heavenly Father is ready to "give good gifts
to those who ask him" (Marthew 7:11; see also Luke 11:13).

\7e can recognize that God is a faithful Father who sometimes

chooses to uain us in righteousness through discipline and
suffering (Hebrews l2:4-11). For the jo)' ser before him, Jesus
endured rrials, chiefly death on the cross (12:1-2). Likewise, we

t 6.)
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can be assured ofreceiving Godt promises by persevering in
difficult times (10:23,36). Vhile suffering agony on the cross,

Jesus expressed his complere confidence in the Father (see Luke
23:46; Psaln il:J). The apostle Peter reminds us that even

while suffering, we should commit ourselves to the "faithful
Creator" (1 Peter 4:19, see also 1 Corinthians 10:13).
lWe can miuor God's own faithfulness in our manner of life and

in our ministry to others (1 Corinthians 4:2;2'firl'othy 2:2).I\e
apostle Paul explicitly pointed out and corrmended Tychicus'

faithfulness in service ofthe gospel (Ephesians 6:21; Colossians

4:7). Being faithful even in lifet small tasks is a virtue that pleases

our faithful God (Matthew 2521,23,Luke 16:1012).

We can share our personal milesrones ofGodt faithfulness
with others (see Psalm 145:l-7). King David testified rhat he

did not withhold from telling God's moments of deliverance
in his life (Psalm 40:10-11). As parents, for example, we can
share stories of God's faithfulness with our children (Isaiah

38:19). Hearing accounts of God's faithfulness reminds us that
God actively cares for the needs ofhis people. Recalling Jesus'
birth, life, death, and resurrection-the main events of God's
redemptive plan-become occasions to affirm that God has

been faithful to his promises. Many people in Scripture testified
to Godk fairhfulness: Mary (Luke 1:46-55), Zechariah, the
father ofJohn the Baptist (Luke 1:68), and Paul (Acts 13:23;
17:31;26:6-8). At the end ofhis life Joshua resrified rhar God
had been faithful to his promises made to Israel (Joshua 23:14).

Vith full assurance God's people can count on the fact that all of
God's promises ultimarely will be fulfilled.
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EV E RY DAY DE F IN ITION
The Bible says that the fear of God is the beginning of knowledge
(Proverbs l:7). So what does it mean to fear God? Fearing God doesn't

signily a dreadlul feeling about God's hidden mystery; instead, it means

having a holy reverence for God's revealed majesty, love, and grace.
\We can divide the fear ofGod inro two categories: legalistic fear of

God and evangelical f'ear ofGod.

1. The legalistic feal ofGod relates to humans having unreason-

able, terrifying, and instinctive fear about God's wrath and
vengeance uPon their sins and transgressions. In this sense, the
legalistic fear is closely connected with the shamanistic idea of
horrible gods, who are prone to violently abuse their subjects

and to command stricr rules for their worsJrippers.

2. The evangelical fear ofGod is grounded on a solid knowledge
ofwho God is, what he does, and what he requires ofus.
This is the fear ofGod found in the Bible. The evangelical
fear ofGod is closely connected with his self-revelation ofhis
holiness, love, grace, mercy, powerr majesty, and righteousness.

On the basis ofpersonal experience of God's many glories,

God's people begin to have holy and loving reverence roward
God and they begin to trust in and rely on him for their
being, happiness, and eternal life.

EV E RY DAY APPLICATIoN
As Christians, we can apply the biblical concept offearing God in our
everyday lives. As follows:

. We should strive to know God. lJnless we gain a true
knowledge ofGod, we can't lear him in an appropriate manner.

In order to know God, we should focus onwhat he has revealed

about himseli Since God reveals himselfin the Scripture, we

should read, study, and meditate on the Word ofGod in order
to know abour God. Ofcourse, this informational "head"

knowledge abour God needs to be accompanied by a "heart"- Kl-eus Issr-sn

t7r


