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communal aspect of Christianity, including any
liturgical or sacramental experiences. Rather than
participate in the traditions of institutional religion,
he wrote about his desire to "buiid up a personal

belief in the light of experience." One of the creeds

Hammarskjold established was rhat, in the troubled
modern era, "the road to holiness necessarily passes

through the world of action." His U.N. peacekeep-

ing operations certainly exemplified this belief; he

was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize posthumously
in 1961. A man of ethics and action until the end,

Hammarskjdld died in an airplane crash en roure to
a peacekeeping mission in the Congo.

Sarah G. Scorgie

Handel, George Frideric
{1685-175s}
Music composer. Handel composed music in sev-

eral idioms, from instrumental to vocal. His musi-

cai work began in Germanywhere he was born. He
later relocated to Italy and became known for his

well-formed Italian operas. However, the most pro-

ductive and best-known part of his work took place

in England, where he spent most of his adult life.

Though a Lutheran, Handel did not show any

particular fervency in his religious views.

There is, however, some evidence that he had

an enlarged spiritual awareness later in life, par-
ticularly related to his composition of Messiah.

Handel composed not only for his own church,
but also for Anglican, Calvinistic, and Catholic
churches. His move into writing oratorios seems

to have been driven by artistic changes, econom-
ics, and the waning appeal of his operas. Since the
oratorio form was quite akin to opera, but without
the complications of staging, it was more accessible

to a larger and less professional populous-both
for performers and audiences.

Handel is credited with the development of the

oratorio form. While he is most remembered for
his sacred orarorios, and especially his Messiah, not
all of his oratorio works were in the sacred carcgory.

Still, in addition to Messiah, he also composed ora-

torios from other biblical s666u115- Esther, Saul,
Israel in Eg4pt, Judas Maccabeus, Samson, and

Jephtha.In all, he composed twenty-nine oratorios.

Originally Messiah had been commissioned by
the Lord Lieutenant of Dublin to be a sacred orato-
rio that would crown a series of other performances

in 1742. Charles Jennens wrore rhe libretto, taking
it from the Old and New Testaments of the King
James Bible. The first London performance was in
1750 as a benefit for the Foundling Hospital, of
which Handel was a director. The work had imme-
diate success and has become a standard piece of
choral literature in both sacred and secular contexrs.

See also Choral Music.

For Further Reading: P. H. Lang, George Frid.eric

Handel (1996).

Edwin M. Willmington

Fiappiness
Although in contemporary usage happiness denotes

a feeling of satisfaction or pleasure, it is classicailr'

understood as a sustained sense of well-being anc

flourishing. Aristotle identified happiness (eudai-

monia) as the highest human good, "doing and lir-
ing weli," something sought for its own sake anc

nothing else. Pascal wrote: 'All men seek happi-
ness. This is without exception. Whatever differen:
means they employ, they all tend to this end." Fo:

Christians, God is the ultimate source of happi-
ness. In his Institutes, Calvin clarified, "If God con-

tains the fullness of all good things in himself lik.
an inexhaustible fountain, nothing beyond him :,
to be sought by those who strive after the high-
est good and all the elements of happiness." Sim:-

larly, Teresa of Avila, in her Exclarnatizns, norc.
that "God is happy, since He knows and loves an;
rejoices in Himselfwithout the possibility of doin:
otherwise. . .. Thou wilt not enter into thy rest, rn'

soul, until thou becomest inwardly one with th-,

Highest Good."
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Shalom may be the OT rerm most closely
aligned with this classical meaning, signifying
well-being, wholeness, fulfillment, prosperity, and
absence of strife; and translated in the Septuagint
as sozo ("save"), eirene ("peace") and teleios ("com-
plete"). The Theological \Yordbook of the Old Tes-

tAment suggests rhat shalom "was influential in
broadening the Greek tdea of eir?nE to include the
Semitic ideas of growth and prosperity." Blessed are

those receiving God's shalom (Num. 6:24-27; cf.

Luke 2:14). Messiah is called the "Prince of Sha-

iom" (Isa. 9:6; cf .Eph.2:14: Jesus "is our peace").

In the NT, makarios ("blessed") may be trans-
lated as "h"ppy" (e.g., Rom. 14:22 NASB), as can
6e chara or chairo ("joy, rejoice," e.g., Matt. i8:13;
25:21;2 Cor.7:9). Jesus Christ offers his people
abundant eternal life (John 10:10) through the
Holy Spirit (John 7:38-39), whose fruit is joy
(GaI.5:23; cf. Luke 10:21). Paul wrote, "The king-
dom of God is . . . peace and joy in the Holy Spirit"
(Rom. 14:17). Complete, everlasting happiness wili
be the believers' eschatological experience when
God dwells among his people (Rev. 21:3), and they
"will see his face" (Rev.22:4), the beatific vision
of God, which is not yet possible (1 Tim. 6:76, cf.
F.x. 33:20). Pascal encapsulates the matter in his
Pensy'es: "Happiness is neither without us or within
us. It is in God, both without us and within us."

See also Anxiety; Depression; Joy.

For Further Reading: J. Houston, In Pur-
suit of Happiness (1996); D. Naugle, Reordered
Loue (2008); T. Oden, The Liuing God (1987);
L. Rouner, ed., In Pursuit of Happines (1995).

Klaus Issler

Harris, William Wade
{c. 1860-1929)
African prophet and evangelist. Popularly known
as Prophet Harris, he was an itinerant charismatic
prophet in the tradition of African Indigenous (or
Independent) Churches (AIC$. Born in Liberia
of the Grebo ethnic group, he exerted enormous

Harris, Witliam Wade (c. 1860 -7929) . +sz

spiritual influence on both his contemporaries
and those who have come to know about him. He
considered himself called by God to reconcile the
peoples of Africa in the presence of Western colo-
nization and exploitation.

Prophet Harris's spirituality shouid be under-
stood in the contexts of his own religious experience,

the indigenous religious traditions and realities of
Africa, and his vision for the spiritual renewal of
Africa. After a revelatory experience while in prison
in 1912, he declared himself a prophet with a mes-

sage of renewal for Africans. With boldness, he

condemned fetish practices and idol worship and

beckoned African peoples to burn their idols and
to turn to God for soiutions to their existential
needs. He saw himself as God's messenger whose

message had the capacity to address the sociopo-
litical, economic, and spiritual needs of Africans.
African indigenous understandings of the interre-
latedness of the spiritual and human worlds were

central to his message. He required his followers
to worship the true God in Jesus Christ, for there

was no aspect of their daily lives and experiences

that God could not touch. This is what is distinc-
tive about his message vis-i-vis the message of the
mission churches in Ivory Coast, Liberia, and other
African countries he visited. For example, when
Harris suffered a paralytic stroke in 1925, the mis,
sionaries of the Methodist Episcopal Mission saw

it as "God's judgment for his living in polygamy,
preaching polygamy, and baptizing polygamists."
They presented the Christian gospel message in
ways that lacked construcrive engagement with
African indigenous religious spirituality. But Har-
ris's message for Africans was contextual: he sought
to express the Christian message from within the
experiences ol his African conrempora ries.

See a/so African Christian Spirituality; Revivai.

For Further Reading: G. Haliburton, The Prophet

Harris (197I); J. Pritchard, "The Prophet Harris
and Ivory Coast," Journal of Religion in Africa 5

(1973): D. Shank, Prophet Harris (1994).

Victor I. Ezigbo
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