
THr NnvrcAToRS REFERENCE LteReRv

SUICIDE I TEACHING

\7hile much of society has reflected Christian attitudes toward
suicide, as the culture has become more pluralistic and secularized,
suicide is often viewed as a psychological or medical issue rather than
a theological matrer. Vhile Christians must reiect tendencies to reduce
suicide to a medical or psychological matter, itt also a mistake to fail
to recognize that these disciplines often provide useful tools for dealing
with those at risk of suicide. Chemical imbalances or deep psychological
wounds can make people incapable of escaping despair and hopelessness.

Thus, while medicine and psychology don't offer the message of hope
that Christianity does, proper use of medical and psychological resources
can help people get to the place where they can hear that message.

Scripture seems to clearly indicate that suicide is contradictory to
God's will. Taking one's own life fails to acknowledge the value that
God places on life, and ir creates rremendous burdens and guilt for
those left behind. At the same time, norhing in Scripture indicates that
suicide is an unforgivable sin. Further, we all die with unconfessed sins.
So as Christians, if we need to deal with the suicide of a loved one or
minister to those in such a siruarion, the gospel reminds us rhar God is
in the business of redeeming pain, suffering, and death. Our job is to
join with Christ by suffering with those in pain and reflect the new life
and hope he promises.

FOR FURTHER READING
TimothyJ. Demy and Gary P. Stewart, eds., Suicide: A Christian

Response: Crucial Considerations for Choosing Life. KregelAcademic
& Professional, 1998.
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TEACHING

EVERYDAY DEFINITION
Christian teaching is an inrentional interaction, directed by the Holy
Spirit (Romans 8:12; I Peter 1:2) who indwells (John 14:16) and
empowers (Ephesians 3:16) Christian teachers and students to facili-
tate learning and transformation into Christlikeness (Romans 8:29;
Ephesians 4:13-16).
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TEACHING

God is infinitely omniscient, needing no instruction (Isaiah

40J3-14). But humanity was created in his image as finite beings that
change and must learn to come to maturity. This transformation isn't

possible without God's supernatural and mysterious work in sanctifi-
cation. Yet God has ordained that human teachers have a legitimate
role to play. In his Great Commission, Jesus commanded the church to
"make disciples of all nations . . . teaching them to obey everything I
have commanded you" (Matthew 28:19-20; see also Colossians 3:16).

Consequently, all Christians are called to be teachers.

However, some teachers have greater accountability in light of
roles related to two primary instructional contexts: parents in the

home (Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Ephesians 6:4) and teachers in the local

church (2 Timothy 2:2). Those in the local church teach in two capac-

ities: the spiritual gift of teaching (l Corinthians 12:28-29; Romans

l2:7) and the office of teacher (Ephesians 4:ll; I Timothy 5:17).

Another important context in each believer's life is when God
initiates or permits learning opportunities to "share in his holiness"

(Hebrews 12:10). For example, God taughtJonah about his unforgiving
attitude toward Nineveh (Jonah 4:1-10) and taught Peter that Gentiles

too can receive salvation (Acts 10:i-48).

Jesus' calling on this earth also included a teaching mission. The

most common title given to him was "Teacher" ("rabbi," "Master" (r1v);

John 13:14).

EVERYDAY APPLICATION
As Christians, we should prayerfully examine our hearts to determine

whether we have the gift of teaching, so that gifted teachers-guided
by the Holy Spirit-can take the lead role in the educational ministry
of the church. However, because all of us, whether gifted as teachers

or not, are called to teach, we can all learn from gifted teachers to

improve our instructional skills in various ministries and context, such

as parenting, small groups, children's and youth ministries, mentoring,

and preaching.

Careful study of Jesus' teaching ministry in the Gospels offers a

rich resource to improve our teaching skills.a0 Gifted and experienced

40. For additional infbrmation, see Roy Zuck, 'Ibaching as Jesus Taught (Wipf k Stock, 1995)
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teachers can mentor disciples aspiring to teach, observing us in the
teaching process and offering feedback and guidance. We can also

study teachingJearning principles that have gained wide acceptance
among good teachers past and presenr. In addition, we are also learners,
so we play an important role by giving concerted effort to be attentive
and to review and to apply new insights. \7hen reachers and students
genuinely walk by the Spirit of God, the teachingJearning process

can yield results beyond what is humanly possible (Galatians 5:16-25;

James 3:13-18).

FOR FUK|HER READING

D. K. McKim, "Instruct," in International Standard Bible
Encyclopedia, Geoffrey Bromiley, ed. Eerdmans, 1982.

C. N. Jefford, "Teach," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia,

Geoffrey Bromiley, ed. Eerdmans, 1982.

Klaus Issler and Ronald Habermas, How lVe Learn: A Christian
Tbachers'Guide to Educational Psychology. Vipf & Stock, 2002.

\William R. Yount, Called to Teach: An Introduction to the Ministry of
Teacbing. Broadman & Holman, 1999.
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TEN COMMANDMENTS

EVERYDAY DEFINITION
The Ten Commandmenrs appear in two passages in rhe Old Tesramenr:
Exodus 20:2-17 and Deuteronomy 5:7-21. According to the Bibie, the
Ten Commandments were given by God ro Moses on Mount Sinai
(Exodus 20:l-17 Deuteronomy 5:2-22), amid dramatic sights and
sounds, approximateiy three months after deliverance from Egypt.

In both passages, the Ten Commandments are inrroduced by a divine
statement ofself-identification ("I am rhe Lonn your God"; Exodus2A:2;
Deuteronomy 5:6), confirming the source of the decrees and providing
the theological foundation for the directives that follow. This intro-
ductory statement precedes a historical note ("who brclught you out of
Egypr"; Exodus 20:2; Deuteronomy 5:6), pointing back to God's recent
deliverance oflsrael from four hundred years ofEgyptian bondage.
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